
 

Reading 
 - retrieval  

Read Chapter 1 of Goodnight Mister Tom and complete the questions below: 
1. Why does William Beech get billeted at Tom Oakley’s house?

2. How did Mr Tom (Only introduced as Thomas Oakley so far) propose to
solve the problem of to coat hook being too high for Willie?

3. What was Willie’s mother’s thought on why there was a war?

4. How did Willie react when a small black and white collie came near to
him? What did he threaten to do to the dog?

5. How do we know that Willie hasn’t been cared for particularly well by his
mother?

- clarifying and making connections 

When reading, we often need to clarify what has been written.  This means we  

want to make sense of what we are reading.  When clarifying we need to use  
different skills to help us understand.  We need to read the whole sentence  
around the word so we can make sense of what is meant. 

6. On page 9 Tom says: “It’s obligatory and it’s for the war effort.” What does
the word ‘obligatory’ mean?  Does it mean:
a. voluntary  b. required   c. optional

When reading we often make connections with what we have read to 
something in our own lives. 

7. On page 16 it says, “He became quite absorbed in this task until he heard
a scrabbling noise.”

Have you ever been in a situation that you got lost in what you were 



 

doing and didn’t notice what was 
happening around you? Write a paragraph about this experience.  Use 
these sentence stems to help you: 

I know a lot about this … 
I saw a programme about... 
I can identify with this character...  because... 
This reminds me... 
This is similar to... 
This character is similar to... 

 - summarising  
Summarising is expressing the main ideas of a piece of text in a concise form. It  
should be in a logical order and include only the main ideas and not a lot of  
detail.  Can you write a summary of chapter 1?  

You should consider: 
Who is involved? (Characters) 
Where it takes place? (Setting) 
What is happening? 
When it is happening? 
Why it is happening? 

- Evaluating 
Evaluating involves giving the reading the opportunity to form their own opinions,  
make judgements and develop ideas from what has been read. 

From chapter 1 of Goodnight Mr Tom, choose a paragraph and evaluate what  
has been written. 



 

Use these sentence stems to help you  
with your evaluation: 
The word/phrase * works well because... 
I like the way the author uses * it makes me think about… 
I think it would have read better if … 
The sentence * has a high impact bause … 

- Inference 
When we infer something we are using what you have read to make an educated  
guess.   

After reading chapter 1 of Goodnight Mister Tom, answer the inference questions  
below.  Remember to use evidence from the text to support your answer. 

1. How does Mister Tom feel about having an evacuee live with him?
2. Is Willie excited to be living in the countryside?
3. What was Willie thinking about when Mister Tom left him in the house?
4. How did Willie feel when Mister Tom saw him about to hurt the dog?

Use these sentence stems to help you with you answers: 
I think the character is … because … 
This makes me think that… 
The part … tells me … 
The word … tells me … 



 

Writing: 

 - To analyse features of a formal letter. 

When you come back to school, you will be learning how to write a formal letter in  
the role of the author Charlie Mackesy who is writing to George (a young boy) to  
offer some advice. 

1) Please read the modelled examples of both George’s letter and Mr
Mackesy’s reply. In both letters, there might be some words that are new to
you. To help you with this, the meaning of the words in bold can be found in
the ‘Glossary & Grammar’ document (separate sheet on the drive).

Letter to Charlie Mackesy from George 

Dear Charlie Mackesy, 

I have read your book for many hours, engrossed by the complexity and simplicity of your 
characters. I have grappled with my own problems and they are not ones I wish to share with 
others. From the advice you have provided your characters in your book ‘The boy, the mole, the 
fox and the horse’, I feel you are the ideal person to help me with my predicament.  

Allow me to introduce myself: I am a ten-year-old from Croydon and my name is Despair – also 
known as George to my parents. I am writing to you because I seem to have lost touch with my 
friends and sometimes I feel lost; immensely disconnected from everyone in my world. It is a 
well-known saying that ‘a problem shared is a problem halved’, therefore would you be able to 
assist me? 

I feel the need to elaborate further as you can’t help me if you don’t know the details of my 
problem, right?  If I had to delve deep and be honest, I guess the crux of the problem boils 
down to my personal relationships. When we were first faced with the concept of lockdown, my 
initial response was one of acceptance. However, as time has moved on, my mentality has 



 

changed. Soon I felt scared and alone - 
being secluded in your bedroom can do this to a person. I’m not even a crier but some days 
that is all I felt like doing. Everything feels overwhelming at the moment. The un-normality of it all 
is too much. When I look outside or on social media, everyone else looks together and perfect, 
dancing on TikTok or posting selfies in the sun, living their best lives. How do others do it? I feel just 
so “ordinary” – boring. Maybe this is why I’ve acted up at home, creating problems for my 
siblings. I feel guilty about the way I have behaved and treated them: being rude, abrupt and 
dismissive. I know this is wrong and I know I need to change but I am finding it hard. I just don’t 
feel motivated to change my thinking. I feel like giving up as a I don’t know what to say or do. I 
know I need to be brave and face this head on but I am unsure how to. 

In summary, I feel as if I am in a deep hole, with no-one to help me out.  In the past, I could 
always rely upon my friends at school.  However, this has been difficult over the past few months 
and now returning to school, the relationships feel different. I don’t want to burden my friends 
when I haven’t seen them in such a long time. I am not looking for the world to be fixed, but any 
help or advice you could offer would be hugely appreciated. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Despair 

Mr Mackesy’s response 

Dear George, 

First and foremost, I would like to thank you for your letter, but before I can continue, I refuse to 
call you Despair. You are anything but, as it takes a lot of courage to open up for the world to 
see. One must remember that the bravest thing a person can do is ask for help. 

Relationships are an important element of life; they can be your rock in difficult times. Building 
and maintaining positive relationships requires time and effort (from both parties). This is not 
something one can hope will just continue as normal during turbulent times. Instead, we must 
invest and harvest the seeds that grow into long-lasting relationships. These times have been 
difficult for everyone, not just for you. Harbouring away in your room is not healthy for your 
mindset. This will only exacerbate your negative feelings. No wonder you feel like crying. Any 
person would, but you must remember one thing: this current experience has left the whole 
world feeling empty and unsure. Becoming a recluse is not the answer to these problems. You 
must realise that just because some people seem to be “perfect” on the outside, it does not 



 

mean they are on the inside. There is a lot of 
frantic paddling going on beneath the surface. Comparing yourself to others is not productive or 
conducive to your personal growth, so remember this: you are not boring; you are not ordinary; 
you are fun; you are unique; you are loved! 

You are loved by your family despite your current shortcomings. Always remember you matter, 
you are important and you bring things to this world no one else can. Your close ones know and 
recognise this – but this does not excuse your petulance. The fact you state you feel guilty 
suggests you already know this. If I were to suggest one thing, it would be stop and think before 
you react. You will be forgiven by your family, but you must do so first. Often the hardest person 
to forgive is yourself. 

Remember, you have the power within yourself. You may crash down and stumble, but you will 
not crumble. You can go through all the pain if you only know your own strength. Learn to trust 
your friends and share your concerns. Asking for help is not giving up – it is refusing to give up! 

Yours Sincerely 

Charlie Mackesy – also known as Hope 

2) The second letter (from Charlie to George) has certain features highlighted.
These are examples of formal devices. Use the table below and try to add
more examples of these features.

Before you complete this task, please read the ‘Glossary & Grammar’ 
document so you understand what the grammatical features mean.  



 

Features of a formal letter 

Feature  Example from letter 

● modal verbs may, must, would, 

● formal tone First and foremost, 

● non-contracted verb forms
(without the apostrophe for
omission)

is not (isn’t) 

● subjunctive mood If I were to suggest one thing, 

● conditionals ‘If...then) ...if only you know your strength 

● personal pronouns (one would
suggest…)

One must remember 

● parenthesis (from both parties) 

● proverbs (a meaningful saying
from Charlie Mackesy’s book) Always remember you matter, you are important 

and you bring things to this world no one else can 

● passive constructions You are loved by… 



 

● sentence opener variety
(fronted adverbials of time to
suggest order of responses)

Remember     Becoming 

3) What is the purpose of using a formal tone in a letter? Why does
Charlie Mackesy need to keep a formal tone when writing back
to George?

The purpose of using a formal tone in a letter is to make the reader  
__________________________________________________. Charlie Mackesy needs to  
maintain a formal tone when writing back to George because  
___________________________________. 

 - To develop empathy 

Read the letter by George again. Try to put yourself in his situation and imagine  
how he feels. What advice would you give him? Look at some of his problems  
and give suggestions of what he could do to overcome them. Try to use some of  
the proverbs (meaningful sayings) from the book when you offer the advice and  
use the sentence stems below: 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/3242801.Charlie_Mackesy 

Sentence stems: 

I think you should… 
If I were you, I would… 
Remember.... 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/3242801.Charlie_Mackesy


 

In your situation,... 
I believe it is important that you… 
Even though it might be hard, I … 

 - to use a range of sentence openers to aid fluidity 

In this lesson, we will take a look at the variety of sentence openers used in the  
two letters and then create our own sentences using a range of openers. 

Start by looking at the examples found already and add more examples into  
the table below: 

Sentence openers used in the letters 

fronted adverbials (see explanation 
below) 

In the past 

verbs (-ing/-ed)  Becoming 

determiners (see examples below)  This 

pronouns (a word that can be used 
instead of a noun i.e. he, she, I, me, 
us, they) 

You 



 

conjunctions (if/when/as)  If I had to delve deep, 

Adverbials 

An adverbial phrase is like an adverb, it adds more information to the sentence, but it uses more 
than one word to describe the verb. 
For example: The farmer drove the tractor in the evening. 
Adverbs and adverbial phrases can describe how, when or where a verb is done. 
How = The bees flew wildly. 
When = The bees flew all of a sudden. 
Where = The bees flew through the air. 
If you choose to start a sentence with the adverbial it becomes what is called a ‘fronted adverbial’ 
Wildly, the bees flew.  
All of a sudden, the bees flew. 
Through the air, the bees flew.  

Determiners 



 

Writing Task 
Write your own sentences using a range of sentence openers. Pretend you are 
Charlie Mackesy and you are replying to George. Try to keep the formal tone and 
not to use any contractions (i.e. write is not instead of isn’t). Use the sentence 
openers below and then make a few more on your own. 

If I were you,  
Allow yourself to  … 
In situations like these,  
You should... 
Always… 
One must remember… 

 - to use formal devices 

In this lesson, we will write a paragraph of our letter as Charlie Mackesy, replying to 
George. You need to maintain the formal tone and include a variety of formal 
devices. Write a paragraph about the importance of relationships. Re-read the 
paragraph from the modelled example to support you - see below.  Give George 
advice on how he can build good relationships with his family and encourage him 
to change some of his behaviour, and point out the reasons why he should 
change. Please use sentences from Wednesday’s lesson if you feel that they are 
suitable for this paragraph. 

Try to include the following formal devices somewhere in your paragraph: 

Subjunctive mood: If I were you, 

Formal tone (language): However or In spite of the fact that…, 

Personal pronoun: One must remember 

Passive voice: You are loved by… 

Sentence openers (a variety): Remember, Always 





How do you want George to feel when he reads your letter? 
Why? 

 - Grammar 

There are 9 word classes (parts of speech) in the English language. Eight of them  
are described below but the headings have gone missing! Can you match the  
headings with the different descriptions of the word classes? 

Determiners Verbs Adjectives Nouns

Adverbs Pronouns Conjunctions Prepositions



 

Do you know the name of the last word class? Can you give examples of words 
belonging to this word class? 

Grammar - Prefixes and Suffixes 

A prefix is a group of letters placed before the root of a word. For example, the 
word “unhappy” consists of the prefix “un-” [which means “not”] combined with 
the root (or stem) word “happy”; the word “unhappy” means “not happy.” 

A short list of prefixes: 

Prefix Meaning Examples

de- from, down, away, reverse, opposite decode, decrease

dis- not, opposite, reverse, away disagree, disappear

ex- out of, away from, lacking, former exhale, explosion

il- not illegal, illogical

im- not, without impossible, improper

in- not, without inaction, invisible

mis- bad, wrong mislead, misplace

non- not nonfiction, nonsense

pre- before prefix, prehistory

pro- for, forward, before proactive, profess, program



 

re- again, back react, reappear

un- against, not, opposite undo, unequal, unusual

A suffix is a group of letters placed after the root of a word. For example, the 

word flavorless consists of the root word “flavor” combined with the suffix “-less” 

[which means “without”]; the word “flavorless” means “having no flavor.” 

A short list of suffixes: 

Suffix Meaning Examples

-able able to, having the quality of comfortable, portable

-al relating to annual comical

-er comparative bigger, stronger

-est superlative strongest, tiniest

-ful full of beautiful, grateful

-ible forming an adjective reversible, terrible

-ily forming an adverb eerily, happily, lazily

-ing denoting an action, a material, or a gerund acting, showing

-less without, not affected by friendless, tireless

-ly forming an adjective clearly, hourly



 

-ness denoting a state or condition kindness, wilderness

-y full of, denoting a condition, or a diminutive glory, messy, victory

Look at the words below. Can you add the correct prefixes and suffixes to these 
words?  

Some example words that need 

prefixes 

Some example words that need 

suffixes 

-wire, -build, -respect, -take, --heat, - -enter,

-lock, , -kind, -fair, -match, -behave, -test,

-able, -view, -play, -do, -tie, -paid, disbelief,

-like, -count, -write,  -fix, prepay, mistreat,

-agree, -fit, -understood, -charge, -cover,

-dress, -spell, -quote, -lead, -heard, -approve,

-believable

peace-, fear-, sad-, lazy-, meet-, drive-, 

bright-, dark-, joking-, quick-, help-, hope-, 

sharp-, smart-, beauty-, need-, hope-,  worth-, 

home-, paint-, use-, quiet-, pain-, work-, 

wonder-, thank-, strong-, sweet-, give-, 

power-, bright-, simple-, thought-, rude-, help-, 

careless-, needless-, age-, end-, loud-, near-, 

care-, sweet-, care-, shake-, drive-, clap-, , 

knit-, smooth-, wide-, scary-, nod-, wind-, 

teach-, noise-, roof-, 

Spelling 

Please practise how to spell the following words. They are taken from the year 
5&6 word list and are words we would like you to include in your formal letter 
when you return. Please also make sure that you know the meaning of these 
words. 



 

achieve, appreciate, communicate, curiosity, desperate, especially, excellent,  
existence, identity, guarantee, necessary, recommend, suggest, variety 

When you practise to spell these words, make sure you also practise your  
handwriting and join the letters correctly 

Maths 
For Maths this week, we will be looking at rounding, adding and subtracting  
negative numbers and adding and subtracting using the column method. 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 
The answers to the sums correspond to letters. Answer the question to find the letters 

and then the words. 
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Science 



 

This week for Science, you will be researching Carl Linnaeus. Read through the supporting                           
PowerPoint and complete the worksheet below. You have got two fact files to help when                             
finding your answers but you may need to research online in order to answer some of the                                 
questions. Please remember to be careful when searching online - you could use KidRex and                             
Swiggle as these are child-friendly. 



 



 

Art 

L.I. To recreate a sketch based on an illustration.
For your final art outcome, you will be adding in some sketches in the style of
Charlie Mackesy.

Your art this week is to practice sketching in pencil and then using ink over the 
top.  These sketches do not need to be perfect, in fact the original sketches are 
not perfect even in the book.   

Watch this video which shows Charlie Mackesy completing some of the 
sketches. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJ47BQQuh_I 

The sketches for you to complete are to be of an animal - one sketch is to show 
the animal in despair and the other is to show the animal with hope. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJ47BQQuh_I




Our School Values 

Our school values are kindness, curiosity, collaboration, responsibility, resilience 
and collaboration. The value we will be focusing on a bit more this half term is 
kindness.  Make a list of how you think kindness can be shown, then create a 
poster inspiring people to be kind. Here are some ideas: 



 

Useful websites 
SPAG : www.spag.com   
Maths Reasoning Activities : https://nrich.maths.org/6499   
Times Tables Rockstars: www.ttrockstars.com/login   
Foxfield Maths Organiser : 
http://upload.reactcdn.co.uk/foxfield/uploads/asset_file/3_692_ks2-ultimate-3-in
-1-organiser-2017-maths-sats2.pdf
Spelling Frame: https://spellingframe.co.uk/spelling-rule/5/Year-5-and-6

http://www.spag.com/
https://nrich.maths.org/6499
http://www.ttrockstars.com/login
http://upload.reactcdn.co.uk/foxfield/uploads/asset_file/3_692_ks2-ultimate-3-in-1-organiser-2017-maths-sats2.pdf
http://upload.reactcdn.co.uk/foxfield/uploads/asset_file/3_692_ks2-ultimate-3-in-1-organiser-2017-maths-sats2.pdf
https://spellingframe.co.uk/spelling-rule/5/Year-5-and-6



